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HE BUTCHER'S BILL~-WHAT THE WAR

4,000,000

peaths of All Combatants Equal Popu-*
lation of Serbia in 1914, 4,500,000—

German Official Lists Indicate
Casualties—One-
Half a Permanent Loss.

Many times in recent months I have/
wen asked to give in this Sunday article
o etimate of the total losses of the va-
sisus mations at war. Such an estimate
scessarily must be based on a very large
gmber of different and even contradic-
jory sssertions made by the various press
spencies of the nations at war. They will
je the result of calenlations, many of them
o intricate explain in detail I am,
gerefore, going to present my estimate
i representing the best guess that I can
pake from all the information [ have been
sble to get hold of, to support such por-
statements I make as I can|

sions of the
dence and let the rest stand,

sapport by evi
with the express understanding that it

represents & personal conclusion.
German Casualty Lists

At the outset we have one interesting

piece of evidence suppliied by the compiia-
#m made by British officials of the Ger-
man official npilations eonfirmed

le in neutral coun-

ugml.ar research m
sries like Holland and Denmark, and never

dmied, 20 far as I know, by the German
It represents the addition

government.
of the various casualty lists that have
deen posted by the German government
gince the war began.

, The last list of ch we know brought
the total up to 3,550,000, of which some

B0.000 stood for deaths, 450,000 for miss-
“md eaptured and the balance for the
wounded who remained in German lines.|
W2 ean say without debate that the men
iilled, captured snd missing are perma-|
untly lost to Germany. But in addition
wme fraction of the men who have been
sounded will be unable to return to the
fring line. 1 am told by a friend lately
mtgrned from Germany that in Berlin

¢t down at 10 per cent of
f wounded, that is, in

t, 225,000.

LSS,

A 4,000,000 Loss

we may say
whose

Rough!y speaking, then,
Bat of the 55
sames appear on the casualty list 850,000,
& 24 per cent, are dead; 450,000, or 12,7
per cent. are captured or missing; 225,000,
w &3 per cent, are permanently disabled.
And the sum of these percentages is ex-
aetly 50 per cent of the total casualty list,
when there iz added the T per cent which
Mpresents the wounded who at any given
mament will not be fit for duty because
they bave not yet recovered from their
wounds. This last element is technically
feseribed as the permanent temporary loss.
Now it i= generally agreed among all
| teutral chservers that the German lisis are
®mewhat behind the fact. This is proven
by those who have taken the trouble to ex-

_ mine these lists, They discover that the
h of September, for pxamp:e, will still
® aarrying the names of men who were
tlled, wounded or captured way back in
te openiry days on the Verdun operation.
We gt some notion of the actual situation
fm statements of the total of French
@malties, which are certainly not in ex-
%W, proportionately, of the German, re-
Nhﬂ'z had for the periods of quiet in
e Weat, du ng which the Germans have
W carryi major operations on

| Wher fronts. If France with a population
‘.-m‘J WM} has made a loss of 2,500,000,
ny with a population of above 65,
W00 cur hardly have escaped with a
wmux.:;‘- list of less than 4,000,000, a
somewhat but not very greatly in

| e of the official German statement of
1.350,000. Even this figure concedes a
“mewhat grester proportionate loss for
B French, which is a matter open for
Sajeeture and debate and sure to be chal-
by French and British commenta- |

Germans

on

By FRANK H. SIMONDS,

Author of “The Great War,” “They Shall Not Pass.”

My estimate for the grose casualties of
the six Great Powers at war is therefore
18,000,000, and T believe that the loss of
the Allies is probably not less than 2,000,
(100 in excess of that of the Central Pow-
To this total must be added the
losses of the smaller nations at war, Ru-
mania, Belgium and Serbia on the Allied
side, Turkey and Bulgaria on the side of
the Central Powers. The Portuguese
losses in the African campaign have been
too insignificant to mention. All told,
these losses probably exceed 500,000 and
are well below the million mark. Thus the
total butcher's bill must amount to some-
thing over 18,500,000 We may say
roughly that the killed, wounded and cap-
tured, together with the permanently dis-
abled, probably amount to somsthing over
half the number of inhabitants of Italy in
1914.

Going back to the case of Germany, we
saw that the official German figures indi-
cated that just less than a quarter, 24
per cent of the German casualities, were
deaths. Therefore we may say that of the|
18,500,000 casualties suffered by the
nations at war at least one quarter, or
4,500,000, represent deaths, and this is
equal to the total population of the
country of Serbia in 1914. In a word,
the war that broke out over Serbia has
already killed a number of men equal to
the whole population of the little Balkan
state. [

|

ers.

Russia and Austria

Turning back to the table in the first
column, it remains to explain the various|
numbers. The French and German have |
been discussed. As to the Russian, I have
accepted the German figure, practically;|
that is, the Germans have recently an-
nounced the total Russian loss to be 6,-|
000,000. This is probably excessive, as is
the figure of 5,750,000, which I have adopt-
ed, but there is lacking any other satisfac-
tory estimate of any sort.

As to Austria, we know that she has lost
not less than 1,500,000 in prisoners alone,
while her battlefield losses have been
greater than those of France, because,
with a population more than 10,000,000 in

texcess of that of France, she has been able

to put larger numbers in the field and her |
necessities have compelled her to do this.|
Many months ago Austrian casualties were |
pstimated at 4.000,000. T think this figure
is now too small, just as I consider the|
Russian to be large, but again it must
stand as the best conservative calculation|
available. As to the British and Italian|
estimates, they need no discussion and will|
probably stand with little question. '

|
The Ratio of Casualties

Having thus set forth an estimate of
casualties, it remains to point out some-
thing of their meaning. At the moment
when the war broke out the four great
powers united against Germany and Aus-
tria had a European population of around
300,000,000. The combined population of
Austria and Germany was 120,000,000,
Now, there is no question more keenly de-

|bated than that of the proportion of a|

total national population which can be
reckoned as capable of bearing arms. [t/
may be 10 per cent, it may be 12, but it
will be the same for all nations, approxi-
mately. We may say, then, that at the
outset of the war the Allies had available
s man power of 30,000,000, the Central|
Powers, a man power of 12,000,000, If the|
Allies have how suffered casualties|
amounting to 10,000,000, one-third of their
whole force has been temporarily or per-
manently incapacitated. But if the Cen-
tral Powers have suffered casualties
amounting to 8,000,000, two-thirds of their
man power has been temporarily or per-

| manently incapacitated.

The Total ss Large as Serbia
accepting the figure we have set
namely 4,000,000 for the Germans
L l'-lnillr'y the 2.500.000 for the French,
™ are abie to make some sort of state
Ment for all the combatants. These esti-|
Rates | am now going to put forth In
- form and then discuss.
#euslty lints of the six Grest Powers:|

2,500,000
b,760,000
ve  3,400,000)

350,000

|
10,000,000 |

4,000,000
4,000,000

8,000,000

|been said about attrition since the war

Now, in the case of the German official|
figures we saw that the total of perma-|
nent casualties, with relation to total cas-|

palties, was 60 per cent.. Accepting lhm‘

| ratio we may say that the permanent

lows of the Allies has been 5,000,000 and|
of the Central Powers 4,000,000, In other|

\words, the Aliies have permanently lost|

ane-sixth of their man power, the Central|
Powers one-third. And this ratio will re-
main constant, whether the various na-
tions are able to put 10 per cent or 12 per
cent of their population into the field.

The Law of Attrition
Here is the foundation of all that has

began. In & war of exhaustion the weaker
foree munt ultimately lose if the war con-
tinues steadily a trial of endurance. In

|the end, if the Germans continue to lose

e
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at the rate of a third of their man power
in the time in which the Allies are losing
one-sixth, the Germans and their aliies
must succumb. And in the first twenty-
six months of the world war this has been
approximately the ratio of losses in the
two camps.

A Shortage Already?

Now, British critics, notably Mr. Hilaire
| Belloc, who follows the French as well as
the British official opinion fairly closely.
but relies mainly on the French, assert
that the German and Austrian losses have
already been much higher, while German|
\and Austrian critics will place the French
losses as well as the British materially
'higher than I have. It will be recalled that
1 accepted the German estimate of Rus-
|sian losses with but an insignificant modi-
|fication. Perhaps the facts lie with the/
|larger estimates made on both sides.
| But what I want now to emphasize is
that Mr. Belloc and his followers believe
the German and Austrian losses have been
|so much larger than we have estimated
| that they assert that the Central Powers
|are already facing a shortage of men.
| What they mean is this: As it stands it
requires not much less than 5,000,000 men
to hold the lines of the Central Powers,
eliminating the Bulgars and Turks. If
the permanent loss of the Central Powers
has been only 4,000,000, my figures, they
still have 8,000,000 left, and 3,000,000 over
|the number needed to hold their present
lines.

The Allies’ Reserves

But if their permanent loss has been
7,000,000, then they have left no balance
over the necessary 5,000,000, If it has/
been #,000,000 their balanee is only a mill-|
jon, which' is not more than six months’|
supply. When you read reports of French
and British eritics of the Belloc schooi de-
claring that Germany is facing an abso-
lute decline in man power, you will see
that Yhis grows out of an estimate of the
total casualty lists of the Central Powers
| as something more than 50 per cent above
| my own estimate.
| Now, it would be possible to fix the time
|in which, granted the Central Powers did
not in the meantime win the war, they
would have to shorten their lines, if we
had the exact figures of their lnsses. They
would have to shorten their lines because
they would lack men to hold the present
extent. In this time no such shortage
could be felt by the Allies, because they|
started with a man power two and a half
| times as great—that is, a total man power
| of 30,000,000 against 12,000,000—and have
pever had in the field at any time more
than 8,000,000, [f they have lost 5,000,
| 000 permanently and have 8,000,000 in the
[ field, they now have a further supply of
117,000,000, as against 3,000,000 for the
| Central Powers, if our computation is ap-
’premma!eiy correct,
| We do know that the population of the
| Allied nations is two and a half times that
| of the Central Powers. We do know that
| their losses have been, if actually greater
!than the German and Austrian, relatively
| much =maller, regard being had for their

| 1otal man power, and this means that they
are certain to have reserves to call upon
|u-hen the reserves of the Central Powers
|hm'e heen exhaustad.
i German Exhaustion Must Come

Take a simple illustration. Eight men
are fichting five. Behind the eight are
twenty-two, ready to take their places; be-
hind the five are only seven. If the first
Irlve men disposed of the first eight, while
| exhausting themselves, eight more will
take the place of the first, five more the
place of the first five. But then the second
eight will have fourteen behind them, the
second five only two.

Now, if the Central Powers have lost
|only 4,000,000 out of 12,000,000—that is,
| permanently lost them-—in the first twen-
| ty-six months of the war, they may be able
[to go on for something less than two years
| more, losing at the same rate, before they
| will be unable to put 5,000,000 in the field.
They will go longer if their losses are not
as great, but they will go a shorter time if,
|as seems to be the case now, their losses
increase with greater pressure on all sides.

Those who, like myself, believe that the
German and Austrian losses are smaller
than Mr. Belloc and his school assert, be-
lieve that the war will last for two years
more, because they believe that it will take
| most of this time to exhaust the man
power of the Central Powers. But even at
the moment when the Central Powers feel
the pinch they can temporarily save their
situation by short:ning their lines, going)
back for example, in the West, to a line
from the Dutch frontier, through Liége
and Luxemburg to Metz.

Only one thing is certain; we can't say |
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. 75,000 Germans at the Somme,

when exhaustion will come, because we can
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only guess at the figures of casualties,
But we can say that it will come, that i§
will come to the weaker party, which 13 the
Central Alliance, first, and that it will come
while the opposing alliance has still abun-
dant supply of men to keep its armies a$
the maximum of necessary strength. Con.
ceivably the Germans may win the war,
possibly the Allies may win the war; bug
if it goes on as it is now going, if it turns
on battle losses, if it remains & contest of
attrition, the ultimate outcome is patent.

Now, in such space as remains to me I
desire to set forth a few more figures, an
estimate of the cost in casualties of the
campaign of the present year—that is,
from January to the end of October. In
this time I believe the French have lost
400,000, 250,000 at Verdun and 150,000 at
the Somme and elsewhere; the British
400,000, mainly at the Somme; the Itals -
ians 200,000; and the Russians 1,000,000,
This last is the German estimate of Ruse
sian casualties since June. It is high, bus
[ accept it, only stretching it to include
the operations prior to June, which wers
not very expensive. All told, the Allies
have thus lost 2,000,000,

Failure at Verdun

Now as to the Central Powers: The
German loss at Verdun was not less than
500,000, At the Somme it has been around
250,000, including all other casualties on
the Western front. Defending themselves
at the Somme, the Germans have lost abou$
talf as many men as their assailants. A$
Verdun, where they were the assailants,
they lost at a similar ratio. On the east«
ern and Balkan fronts the Germag less
has heen not less than 250,000, the pries of
chovking the Russisn dnive. All told, the
German loss has been 1,000,000, As for
the Austrians, they have lost at least 750,
000, including over 350,000 prisoners,
mainly to the Russians.

Now examine these last figures and you
will see what the results of the new Allied
tactics of pounding have been, eombined
with the German failure at Verdun. In
about ten months the Germans and Aus-
trians, who started with a man power, leg
us say, of 12,000,000, or 10 per cent of their
total population, have lost 1,760,000 in
xilled, wounded and captured, and this is
more than 14 per cent of their total. In
the same time the Allies have lost 2,000.-
000, or rather less than 7 per cent of their
criginal man power, again applying the 10
per cent rule, In other words, the rate of
exhaustion of the Central Powers this year
has heen twice as great in relation to theie
total resources as that of the Allies. Tt is
my judgment, too, that the figures I have
given are low for the Central Powers and
high for their enemies.

The Allies’ Gain

Nor does this complete the statement,
We have official Russian figures to prove
that 420,000 prisoners were taken by the
Russiansg in their great advance, and these
figures were repeated in debates in the
Hungarian Chamber. We have the Italian
claim of 30,000 prisoners taken in their
Gorizia drive, and Anglo-French claims,
ficially made, of the capture of at leash
Here iz a
logs in prisoners of not less than 525,000
for the Central Powers.

Az against this the Germans have
claimed about 50,000 French taken about
Verdun, the Austrians have claimed about
the same number of Italian prisoners
taken chiefly in the Trentine drive.
German and Austrian reports have
not claimed more than 100,000 Russian
prisoners this year. Thus the loss in pris-
oners of the Allies is more than two and &
half times less than that of the Central
Powers and their permanent loss, by rea-
son of the year's campaign, is thus less
than that of their enemies. Able, because
of their superior population, to bear much
larger absolute loszes than their enemies,
the Allies have actually suffered losses ab-
solutely, not merely relatively, smaller.

Attrition in the Civil War

In our own Civil War Grant was the
first Union commander to grasp the logic
of attrition. He applied it unhesitatingly.
He accepted the respohsibility for colossal
losses that did not bring any advantage
gpon the battlefield for many months, be-
cause he foresaw that the time would come
when the South, although its losses were
actually smaller than his own, woull not
he able to replace the casualties out of its
inferior population. Allied logic, stategy,
policy, are Grant's; they are doing what he
did; they are fighting his kind of & battle
with equally great resources in numbers,
if not in material, and with the control of
the sea and superior financial ‘powers,
which the North possessed. For Ameri-
cans the Civil War parallel was never
more illuminating than at the present mo-
ment,



